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From thefe Hiftories it appears, that the Child be-
fore its Birth ought to be confider’d as.a ﬂpaxatc as
a diftin& Org anifation ; and that, thiough «holly
nourifi'd by “its Mother’s Fluids, w ith repard .o the
Small Pox, it is liable to be affeled in a vopys 2ide.

rent Manncer, and at a very different Im.u, fiom its
Mother.

X. The Cafe of Nicolas Recks, who was
born with his Feet turned inwards, which
came to rights after being fome time vfed
2o fit crofs-legged.  Tranfinitted from Wm.
Milner, Efy; at Poole, 20 Sir Peter
Thompfon, Knz. F.R. S.

Read Dec. NIcolzzs Recks was born in the Town
71749 of Poole, 1724. with both his Fect
turn’d inwards. His Mother carried him to a Sur-
geon, who upon Examination gave it as his Opi-
nion that he was incurable.  The Boy, as he grew
up, was with great Difficulty able to walk, but al-
ways on thc outward Edge of his Fect and Heels,
fo that he frequently fell down in walking, one Foot
ftriking againft the other.

His Parents being poor, in 1734, the Parith put
him Apprentice to Mr. Richard Mocket, of the {ame
Town, Taylor, apprchending it the only Trade he
could be fit for as a Cripple. His Shocs were made
in a peculiar manner to Jace on to his Legs, the

Mufcles
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Mufiles of which were much fmaller than thofe of
Boys of his Age. Hec lived with his Mafter, and
worked at the Trade, till about 1741. when they
began to perceive a manifeit Alteration and Turn 1a
both of his Feet; which was brought on without the
Aflitance of any manner of Art, Application of
Plaifters, Oils, or Bandages, till botih Feet were
turned to their right and natural Situation. He was
able to wear his Mafter’s Shoes, the Mufcles of his
Legs grew larger, his Feet and Legs like other Peo-
ples of his Ages if any Diiference, they turned
outwards more than others do. In March 1743.
he ran away from his Maflter, entered on board a
Ship of War as a Marine, and is now living at
Portfmouth.
ov. 1. 174Q.

¢ 1 Richard Mockett, having read over the fore-
¢ coing Cale, do hereby certify, that Nicolas Reeks
¢ was a Cripple, as therein defcribed, when I took
¢ him an Apprentice; and that he was cured, whiilt
¢ he lived with me, without any Advice, Afliftance,
¢ or Application of Medicine, or Dandage whatever:
¢ And I am of Opinion the Cure was performed by
¢ his ficting crols-legg’d on the Shop-board ; as wit-
¢ nefs my Hand, in Pocle, 1t Nov. 1749.

¢ Rick®, Mockert.

« We whofe Names are hereunto fubfcribed, do
¢ well remember, that Nicelas Reeks, mentioned in
< the foregoing Certificate, and rformerly apprenticed
¢ to Mr. Richard Mockett, was born hurl-tooted in
¢ both Fecr, and a Cripple; and do know, that he

¢ was



[ 241 ]

¢ was cured, and well able to walk, before he left
his faid Mafter; and do believe it was performed
without any Art or Afliftance whatever, than as
exprefs’d above s as witnefs our Hands,

¢ Mabella Glover,

¢ Eliz. Glover.

¢ Sufannah Fafper, the

¢ Boy’s own Aunt.’

L)

“ "

The foregoing Account of the Cripple Nicolas
Recks was drawa up in fich Terms as were moft
agreeable to the Apprehenfions of the Pcrions whe
have certified the Truth of the Fa&, and to whom
it was firlt rcad: And I am well fatisficd in the Cre-
dibility of thecir Teftimony, and that many other
Perfons of Reputation might be called on, whe
would fign the fame.

Cuftemhoufe, Pocli, W. MILNER.
Nov. 11, 1749.

XL A Letter from Mr. James Short, F. R.§.
20 the Prefident, with the Defcription and
Ules of an Equatorial Telefcope.

§ IR,

Read, Dec. 7. Y Send you aleng with this the Defeription
1749 and Ufes of the Equatorial Telefcope,

as aifo a Drawing of it; which you dcfired of me
fome time fince, in order that it might be laid before
the Socicty. I have made three of thefe Inftru-
ments, onc of which was bought by Count Bentink
Hh for



